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THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead? Rom. xi. 15. 








siacatehcemeniaaideaiadhennitammmmmmatemiemael 
Vou. I. NovemBer, 1823. No. XI. 








—_—— 
—— 


ARRIVAL OF MR. AND MRS. SIMON, AND MR. PRIMKER. 


In our number for September, we published an extract of a let- 
ter from a valuable correspondent in the seminary at Stockhamp, 
in which was announced the intention of a Mr. and Mrs. 
to visit this country, with a view to usefulness in the contemplated 
settlement, under the patronage of the American Society for Me- 
liorating the Condition of the Jews. These individyals are Mr. 
Erasmus H. Simon and his wife, who have arrived earlier than 
the Board expected, bringing with them an interesting and 
intelligent young convert from Judaism, Mr. Frederick Gus- 
tavus Primker. They sailed from Rotterdam on the 22d of 
August last, landed at Boston on the 8th, and reached this city 
Wednesday the 15th instant. 

The American Board having, as yet, no settlement ready for 
their reception, Mr. Simon contemplates spending the winter in 
this city, and to employ his time in teaching the Hebrew Lan- 
guage, and Mr. Primker will employ himself in obtaining a more 
familiar acquaintance with the English Language, and in giving 
instruction in the Latin and Greek Languages. 

The following letters from Mr. and Mrs. Simon to the Rev. Dr. 
M‘Leod, the secretary for fereign correspondence, and received by 
the Board before their arrival, will be a suitable introduction of 
these devoted individuals, to the notice of our auxiliaries and 


the Christian public.—Eb. 
Stockhamp, (near Dusseldorf,) 26th April, 1823. 








REVEREND Sir, 
Having just perused some of your papers respecting the cause of 
long-neglected Israel, with heartfelt interest, | am constrained to con- 
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gratulate you western Christians on the glorious prospects which are 
before you. It has become evident td me that the Lord reserves 
for the Christians of America the scriptural means of effectually 
benefiting the lost flock of Israel, who have, for eighteen hundred 
years, been scattered as sheep without a shepherd. European so- 
cieties, in general, have erred in taking upon themselves that part of 
the work which belongs to God ; while that province which, as hu- 
man agents, was their duty, they have neglected. God alone can 
change the siony heart of nature to the impresstble heart of the re- 
newed creature in (hrist; in other words, * promote Christianity 
among the Jews.”’ But men, redeemed by the blood of the common 
Saviour, may, and should, be fellow-workers with God, in plant- 
ing, watering, weeding, and watching over the growth of the moral 
soil. 

How many of my destitute brethren, cast off by their intolerant 
kinsmen, have, after having been hastily or rather prem: aturely bap- 
tized, been exposed to the most dreadful temptations and dangers. 
What must we think of those hushandmen, who, reaping down a bar- 
vest field, leave it ungathered, to the contending elements of ap- 
proaching winter? But how can those who sit at home, surrounded 
with all the comforts and affluences of life, realize the harrassment 
to which the believing sons of Abraham are exposed? Every de- 
nomination invite wealthy Hebrews to their churches ; thus, over the 
European continent, some Jews are to be found in the most corrupt 
Gentile churches ; the wealthy and the poor are thus unhappily di- 
vided, who, had they been united in one establi<hment, would, 
as in the case of the modern Moravians, and the early apostolic com- 
munities, have contributed to support mutually each other, the means 
of the one with the industry of the other. Seduced by the most per- 
nicious errors, these, in general, subside into nominal Christians ; 
they lose their national character of unity and attachment, and, 
instead of assisting, are finally ashamed to own their poor breth- 
ren of Israel. The apostles enjoined by doctrine, and also prac- 
tically, that the rich and the poor should bear each other’s burdens 
for the general good, and the strong labour to support the aged and 
infirm, since ‘‘ [t is not the will of our heavenly Father that the least 
of these should perish ;”’ how dreadful is it, that by stumbling blocks 
and temptations thrown in their way, they should be offended or 
made weak, or go aside out of the way. As the great majority of 
Hebrews are to be found in countries where the most revolting and 
monstrous perversions of christianity prevail, what wonder, then, if 
the mass of the people, who have never known real christianity, 
should believe that their brethren, in embracing it, have apostatized 
to a species of heathen idolatry. 

Nothing can be conceived worse than the present state of religion 
over the continent in general, and nothing so subversive of that little, 
serious impression which a month or two of superficial teaching 
may have made, than their being left to the danger which abounds 
on every hand in what are denominated places of Christian worship. 
The reception which proselytes, with the best desires and charac- 
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ters, meet with, is truly deplorable. Large cities abounding with the 
influence and power of the rich, who may not be wanting of the 
theory of Christianity, have yet failed to procure or afford such em- 
ployment as should enable them to support themselves without the 
demoralizing and bitter alternative of borrowing or begging ; and yet 
they say, ‘‘come to our church! and kneel with us at our altar! 
The society of Frankfort, had it not been for the reports of the 
American Meliorating Society, would have degenerated into a mere 
tract society, having constantly heard of the miseries which beset 
those proselytes whom they sent seeking for employment among 
Christians. Mr. Hiring, of Stuttgard, remarked at their meeting of 
committee, ‘‘ that an Israelite, of the most promising description, had 
been advised by the good people not to embrace Christianity public- 
ly till a situation could be procured for him ;” “‘ three years,” said he, 
‘¢have elapsed, and no situation has been provided.’ Professor 
Ermann, in Strasburg, wrote some weeks ago to Pastor Boost, in 
Ofenbach, ‘‘ that a young man, of the best character and attainments 
had, in vain, for a length of time, sought in any family or house of 
business official employment, which,’’ Professor E. observed, 

‘made him now very diffident in recommending any profession of 
Christianity to those who were in danger, by subsequent temptations 
and dangers, to make shipwreck of their faith.” More than a hun- 
dred such cases my own short term of public ministry among my 
brethren has furnished. The greater part of those who-wish to pro- 
fess the Christian faith come not converted, nor even convinced, but 
as inguirers ; there are many in this flock ‘* /itide ones,”’ weak in faith, 
and fearful of heart, who say to us, ‘‘1 believe, help thou our un- 
belief.”*” How should an immediate and entire transition of faith, un- 
der the worst possible circumstances, be expected in Hebrew prose- 
lytes ? Do we not find among Gentiles many who, though they have 
been accustomed from their childhood to hear the preaching of the 
gospel, have spent the greater part, and sometimes the whole of 
their lives, without being renewed after the moral image of Christ. 
The times are remarkably favourable for the bringing in of the Jews, 
so far as concerns their own present state of mind; many of their 
prejudices are sofiened, and they no longer refuse admiration to the 
fine moral character of Christ as a human reformer. They have, 
therefore, only now to be taught “ the way of God more perfectly.” 
Whatever considerations may have induced Gentile societies to 
prove the faith of Hebrew proselytes with hanger, cold, and naked- 
ness, after a few weeks of spiritual instruction, we, their brethren of 
the flesh, cannot here imitate them ; and if our Redeemer said, (of 
the multitude who he foreknew would follow him ere long for the 
loaves’ sake,) ‘‘ I cannot send them away fasting, lest they faint by the 
way,” how much more must we say it of those whose motives we 
have assurance in many instances are purely disinterested. 

Hebrew converts require a mode of treatment which their own 
brethren, who ‘are afflicted in all their afflictions,’ can best ad- 
minister. Having heard of Count Von Der Recke’s intended colony 
to gather Israelites, in order to teach them the useful arts of life, 
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by which they might support themselves, | determined to proffer him 
my free services in such a godlike design ; having for some time be- 
fore been under the painful perplexity, whether it were not sinful 
to add members to the household of nominal religion, which subse- 
quent abandonment to themselves rendered probable. In Decem- 
ber, i821, | heard of his plan from my brother Jadownicky, and im- 
mediately afier his leaving Rotterdam for America, visited the Count 
at Owerdyck ; the February following | went to Scotland, to make 
known his undertaking, which seemed in answer to my prayers. The 
society of Glasgow sent bim 100/. that of Edinburgh, 70/. We then 
proceeded to Stockhamp, a large house which | hired from the Count, 
a mile distant from his establishment. A class of Hebrew proselytes, 
of liberal education, &c. whom the Count had not been able to re- 
ceive for the want of accommodation, I determined to take under my 
care at Stockhamp. The labouring class he receives, and both insti- 
tutions are preparing the proselytes for future establishment in Ame- 
rica, where exists none of that spiritual bondage under which we 
labour here ; this is, however, an excellent gathering place or tele- 
graph to the other parts of Germany. 

It is my intention, with my poor means, to carry out the first 
twelve proselytes at my own expense. The Lord will provide for 
those who shall follow at a future period. To the society of Glas- 
gow and Elberfeldt I fearlessly confide the temporal care of Stock- 
hamyp, over which my beloved brother Marc shall then preside. The 
former society had formerly been an auxiliary to that of London, 
but they have dared to judge for themselves, and the testimony which 
I shall carry on my heart of them is this, that of upright independ- 
ence and Christian love. ‘Their memorial with Elberfeld shall 
flourish among God’s gathered people. Other societies are in the 
attitude of attention and salutary inquiry. All shall issue finally in 
the universal glory of the Redeemer; glorious and all-supporting 
thought! The Lord God omnipotent reigneth over all ! 

I am, Rey. Sir, your brother in Christ, 


ERASMUS HERMANUS SIMON. 


——_—_ 
—_—--- 


Stockhamp, by Dusseldorf, April 27, 1823. 


Rey. axp Dear Sir, 


Along with Mr. Simon and Mr. Marc, who is now under our roof, 
I unite my voice of thanksgiving and praise to the supreme disposer 
of hearts, who has, in this time of Israel’s extremity, turned so many 
in America to undertake their neglected cause. Our souls are re- 
freshed by the prospect which i is held out of ‘‘ a lodge in this wil- 
derness for the wayfaring men” of Israel, where they may ** hasten 
to escape from the storm and tempest.’’ Happy country, which af- 
fords a refuge for Abraham’s believing sons. Happy Christians, 
who recognise the claims of the Saviour in the person of his brethren 
and representatives. 


God has been pleased to place me in the very arena of the suffer-_ 








ld 


ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 173 


ings of this scattered flock, and has thus taught me to compassionate 
them ; few under the same circumstances couid do otherwise. 

While the heathen have been brought together under the sound of 
the gospel, taught the useful arts of life, and thus furnished with the 
practical illustration of Christianity, the children of those whose 
eternal debtors we are, have (by a strange spirit of fanaticism which 
has gone abroad in their case) been treated otherwise. [| cannot 
avoid transcribing a passage, written three hundred years ago by 
Luther, as its application is, if possible, more fitted to our own day. 
Lutherus Tom. 21. Leipsic edit. page 646 : ‘- If you would treat the 
Jews with kindness, and instruct them with love out of the Holy 
Scriptures, many of them would become exemplary Christians, and 
return to the faith of their great ancestor, and the patriarchs and 
prophets, from which our haughtiness and unkindness has scared 
them away. If the apostles, who were also Jews, had handled us 
Heathen as we handle the Jews, not one Heathen would have become 
a Christian.’ Unhappily the modern system, which the London So- 
ciety originated, abandons not only to temporal but to spiritual want. 
How soon do their Gentile missionaries lose sight of those whose sub- 
sequent stages declare that they have been prematurely baptized. 
Without spiritual discernment which belongs to a more advanced age 
of Christianity, they are more likely to make shipwreck of their faith 
in attending public ordinances than of being built up. They are, in 
spiritual knowledge, little ones, who must be nourished 4a certain 
season with the pure milk of the word, that they may grow in grace. 
The full stature of the Christian character is not attained instanta- 
neously in the case either of Jews or Gentiles ; and nothing short of 
the full stature of men in Christ, invested with the whole armour 
of God, can overcome in wrestling against the spiritual wickedness 
whith is in the world’s high places, as well as against the snares of 
Satan and the weakness of nature. Let us not wonder that some 
fal!, but rather how any can stand such fiery trials. A missionary, 
employed by the London Society, lately returned from Poland, where 
he had travelled the last year, without any seal of his ministry, 
except one ; who on applying to a minister of the Reformed Church 
for baptism, was instructed ‘* that it was not necessary to his salvation 
to believe in the divinity of Christ: it w ould be suflicient should he 

erform his duty in being a good member of society.”” ‘Toa minister 
of Wurtemburg (one of the most religious parts of Germany) a young 
Israelite came for instruction ; he said that he found no consolation 
in the present state of Judaism, as an immortal being, guilty before 
God, and that he wished, candidly, to inquire into Christianity. 
The instructer said to him, clapping him on the shoulder, ‘‘ are you 
an honest man, and do you disturb nobody ? if so, you need not give 

ourself any trouble about being saved, you are sure enough of that.” 
These facts prove that there is a spiritual necessity as well asa 
temporal, to be supplied. In the apostolic method of forming com- 
munities, those who err in doctrine may be taught the way of God 
more perfectly. The unruly may be warned, the disease of soul 
healed, the weak strengthened, the mourners comforted ; where can 
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hypocrisy and self-interested persons be so well detected, exposed, 
and reformed as in such situations ? while at present they are lost 
sight of, hardening themselves in wickedness, and exciting distrust 
and suspicion against the true disciples of Christ who come after 
them. I heard Mr. Marc observe the other evening to Mr. Simon, 
** none can bear with the infirmities and errors of our poor weak 
brethren but we.’’ This I have often witnessed. That critical dis- 
section of the heart, which the skilful hand of their brother can 
effect with success, they would not endure from a Gentile. They 
seem to feel that love constrains the severity. The Gentile, like 
Pharaoh of old, says, ye are idle, ‘‘go work ;” the Hebrew says, 
** come, dear brother, let us work ;’’ and thus in every case they win 
their souls to Christ, and to the love of industry. 

I shall, the first opportunity to Amsterdam, send by ship a 
pamphlet, which, if your society pleases, may by them be published 
for the benefit of the projected community. 

I am, Rev. Sir, with cordial good wishes for your society’s success 
and blessing, 

B. A. SIMON. 


Extract of a Letter from a Lady in Northampton, Mass. to the Domestic 
Secretary of the A. S. M.C. J. 


Believing, from the signs of the times, that the day is rapidly ap- 
proaching when the house of Israel (who, for unbelief and hardness 
of heart, have for many ages been a scattered and despised people) 
will be gathered from their dispersions, brought to bow to the sceptre 
of Jesus, and acknowledge Him to be the true and only Messiah ; and 
esteeming it both a duty and privilege to unite with our Christian 
brethren as co-workers with God in the accomplishment of this grand 
event, a number of ladies in this town have formed themselves into a 
Society for promoting Chistianity among the Jews. 

From a perusal of the recent publications of the American Society 
for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, they learn, with much 
satisfaction, the efforts which are making in different parts of the 
United States for the same object ; and, approving the plan adopted 
and pursued by that society, they have directed me to transmit 
to you the amount of their subscriptions to the present time, viz. 
$47 50, in the hope that it will prove an acceptable offering to the 
treasury of the Lord. 

Praying that the blessing of the God of Jacob may attend the 
exertions of your society, I am, Sir, in behalf of the Society 


a 








From the Jewish Expositor and Friend of Israel, of June, 1823. 
FIFTEENTH REPORT OF THE LONDON SOCIETY. 
[Concluded from page 167.} 


The Committee continue to receive very encouraging communi- 
cations likewise from Saxony. It was mentioned in the last Report, 
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that an opening for useful exertion had been made at Dresden, and 
that Mr. Goldberg, the Jewish convert, stationed there by the So- 
ciety, had commenced his labours under favourable auspices. Your 
Committee have now the satisfaction of stating, that an institution has 
been formed in that city, under the patronage of Count Dohna, 
Count Einsiedel, minister of Halle, and several other persone of dis- 
tinction, denominated ‘* A Society for promoting true Biblical Know- 
ledge among the people of Israel.”’ ‘The first contribution to this 
projected society is thus noticed by Mr. Goldberg, ** When we had 
met in the house of Count Dohna, to lay the foundation of the new 
institution, Mr. Leonhardi communicated the following passage of a 
letter received from Hernhut, * | learn with pleasure that in Dres- 
den also a Committee is to be formed for the Jewish cause. A per- 
son, who wiil not be known, has, for that object, contributed a ducat, 
which I hereby transmit to you. J can only say, that the donor 1s a 
widow, whom I would rather have given, than applied to for money.” 

May we not hope, your Committee would here ask, that He who, 
when upon earth, noticed with so much approbation the casting in of 
the widow's mite to the treasury of the temple, will also, from His 
throne of glory, graciously condescend to accept the oblation of the 
widow of Hernhut; and visit with His blessing the Institution to 
which He has disposed her to contribute. 

The formation of the Auxiliary Society at Dresden was speedily 
followed by that of a Ladies’ Association, at the head of which stand 
the names of the Countess Dohna, Countess of Einsiedel, and several 
other ladies of rank. The express object of this association is stated 
to be, * The educating of such poor Jewish children as may be given 
up by their parents for Christian instruction.’ 

Your Committee will not anticipate the reflection with which this 
communication will be received by British Ladies. They have ever 
been the foremost in promoting the Society’s objects at home ; and 
they will, doubtless, hear with tuankfulness that the same grace 
which has prompted them to compassionate and relieve the lost sheep 
of Israel, haa excited others of their sex abroad, to engage in the 
same labour of love. The views with which the Dresden ladies em- 
barked in their undertaking, are thus simply and scripturally stated 
in their published * Address.’ ‘“* The time in which we live appears 
to be the period appointed for the conversion not only of the heathen 
nations, but of the Jews also. Of the latter, great numbers live 
among us Christians ; and therefore it is so much the more our duty 
to afford to them the means of coming to the faith of Jesus Christ, 
because no other name is given unto men, by which they can be 
saved.”’ 

In Dresden itself Mr. Goldberg has hitherto been chiefly employ- 
ed in the education of Jewish children ; and in reference to them, 
he says, “‘ In my sphere of activity, the Lord continues to support 
me by his assisting grace, and to bless the instruction which | give 
the children.”” Other opportunities however of useful exertion have 
eccurred, and of these he has diligently availed himself. “‘ We may 
now hope, (he says in one of his letters,) that the married Jewish 
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eouple, mentioned by me on former occasions, who with their whole 
heart believe in Jesus Christ, the crucified, as their Redeemer, with 
their son, three years of age, will be received by baptism into the 
church of Christ, as the first fruits from this place. It is deeply in- 
teresting (he adds) to see the thorough change which Christianity, 
in the short period since they became acquainted with it, has pro- 
duced in the life and conduct, especially of the female.” 

In another letter, he says, ‘* A month since, a Jew, who for seve- 
ral years has resided in Vienna, as teacher of the French and Italian 
languages, and is not unacquainted with the Christian doctrine, paid 
me his visits, in order to become, by my instruction, more confirmed 
in his conviction of its truth. I went with him through the whole 
line of promises in the Old Testament respecting the Messiah, and 
on comparing them with the person, the life, the doctrine, and the 
achievements of Jesus of Nazareth, as described in the New Testa- 
ment, he found them all fulfilled in him in the most complete and 
the most striking manner: and now this Jew is very desirous to be 
received by baptism into the Christian church. A Jewish girl, now 
a servant ofa truly Christian lady, who has a longing desire after be- 
coming a living member of the body of Christ, attends also my in- 
structions.” 

Mr. Goldberg’s labours, however, have not been confined to 
Dresden. He has, more than once, gone over to Letpsic, to assist 
Mr. Sthith (the Society’s agent in that city) in cultivating the valua- 
ble opportunities which the fairs afford of disseminating truth among 
the Jews. 

Of the encouragement attending their efforts on one of these oc- 
casions, Mr. G. thus speaks, ‘‘ Here among the many thousands of 
Jews from different parts of the world, Mr. Smith and myself had an 
Opportunity of witnessing the Spirit of life giving breath to these dry 
bones, and to convince ourselves that the greater part of the Jews 
entertain now more just and sound notions with regard to their reli- 
gion, and its relation to Christianity, than formerly, and are ready to 
give up the old dream of a Messiah who is yet to come. Through the 
blessed activity of your Society, many of them are now reading the 
New Testament and other useful works, by which means their su- 
perstitious zeal has been cooled, their hostility and prejudices against 
Christianity have been overcome, and they themselves prepared for 
joining the church of Christ.” He afterward says, ‘‘ The Jews 
have gladly purchased the New Testament and other useful books. 
Mr. Smith and myself have sold many Hebrew and Jewish-German 
New Testaments ; and the tracts were generally received with gra- 
titude Also after our departure, our Christian friend, in whose 
house our books had been deposited, has sold many of them, and 
transmitted the money to Mr. Smith.” 

Speaking of another visit to Leipsic, half a year afterwards, Mr. Gold- 
berg writes, “ On the very first day of my arrival in that city, I met 
some Polish Jews, to whom, during the last Easter fair, I had preached 
the Saviour of the world. They cordially rejoiced at seeing me again, 
and promised to call on me this evening, which they also did. They be- 
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haved very friendly, and one of them told me that he had often read the 
holy Scriptures, and thereby had been brought to a sense of the depravi- 
ty of his soul. During my whole stay at Leipsic, 1 was almost every 
evening visited by this Jew, who brought other Jews with him, with 
whom [ had long conversations on the way of salvation. ‘They always 
behaved,quietly and attentively, and never offered to oppose. As to my 
books, I had again deposited them at the house of the same friend, who, 
during the last fair, so kindly rendered me his assistance in my work, and 
there [ found an opportunity to disseminate the seed of the divine word 
among many hundreds of Jews. ‘Their behaviour under these conver- 
sations, gave me reason to hope that many of them will quietly examine, 
and, perhaps, ultimately receive the saving truth of the Gospel. They 
generally listened to my words with great attention, turned over the pas- 
sages referred to of the Old Testament, and marked them; they some- 
times asked me to repeat or to explain what they had not well under- 
stood, made questions, uttered doubts, laid open their prejudices, but 
always received m instructions with modesty. A Greek Jew, who came 
to my friend to buy some articles, and saw the books lying on the table, 
took a Jewish German New Testament, and read it with so much eager- 
ness as to make him forget his business. He asked me what book it was ? 
I told him it was the New Testament, in which we were taught how we 
here may lead a godly life, and obtain salvation hereafter. 1 caused him 
to read the third chapter of the Gospel of St. John, and explained it to 
him. ‘The impressions it produced on his mind, and the emotions I ob- 
served, were to me a new proof of the life-giving power of the word of 
God. I went with him through the promises of the Old Testament re- 
ferring to the Messiah, and every passage appeared to him in the light of 
divine truth, whereby he was strongly affected. He held the New Tes- 
tament close in his hands, and asked me to sell it to him. I said, as I see 
you are desirous to read it for your improvement and instruction, I will 
give it to you in remembrance of our conversation this day. But he ab- 
solutely refused accepting it as a donation, and I was obliged to take the 
cost price, which he gladly paid. 

‘¢ A remarkably modest Polish Jew, in whom I found some sound no- 
tions of Christian truth, called on me almost every day to converse with 
me onthe word of God. When I asked him whether he had read the 
New Testament, he replied, Yes, [have; my father has indeed prohibit- 
ed me to read it, because it contained, as he said, abominable things ; but 
still I continue, because we must obey God rather than men. Myself and 
many other Jews meet every Sabbath day in the afternoon; we read some 
chapters, and make our observations onthem. This may, perhaps,” Mr. 
G. observes, “ be considered as a prognostic of a near separation of the 
obedient from the stiff-necked Jews.” 

One other circumstance mentioned by Mr. Goldberg, in his account of 
this visit to Leipsic, is too striking to be omitted. He attended one of the 
new synagogues, which, of late years, have become so common among 
the reformed Jews, (as they are called,) in different parts of the Con- 
tinent. The preacher, amongst other reasons in favour of their new mode 
of worship, observed, “ That this reform and removal of superstition 
from their religion, was the only means of keeping the Jews from going 
over to other religions, as great emotions were just now going on among 
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their people, and many individuals had already, alas! changed their 
veligion.”” The attentive observer of the phenomena which characterizes 
the moral state of the Jews at the present day, will not overlook this tes 
timony of one of their own body, corroborating so strongly the evidence 
frequently adduced in the Society's Reports, relative to the important 
change which is gradually taking place among them. Nor is it less in- 
teresting to remark the corresponding contemporaneous change which is 
manifesting itself in the feelings and conduct of Christians towards them. 
On this subject Mr. Smith thus speaks, in a letter from Leipsic, after 
mentioning the baptism of one of the children of the Institution (already 
noticed) at Dresden, at which Count Einsiedel, Count and Countess 
Dohna, and several other persons of the first rank had attended. “ I men- 
tion this,” Mr. S. says, “ merely to show the favourable change which 
has taken place in the minds of the people towards the Jews in this coun- 
try, which I cannot help considering as a good omen. When I first came 
into Germany, I observed with astonishment, that even the most pious 
Germans appeared frightened at the Jewish cause. The case now is quite 
otherwise ; the attention of the pious appears to be almost universally 
verging towards this object.” 

Your Committee will now proceed onward to Prussian Poland, where 
the last Report left the Society’s missionaries, Mr. McCaul and Mr. 
Becker, distributing the Word of Life, and Tracts, to great numbers of 
eagerly inquiring Jews at Posen. A hope was at the same time expressed 
that the’ Christians of that place would, in a short time, associate them- 
selves for the permanent prosecution of the good work which had been 
begun amongst their Jewish brethren. ‘This hope has not been disap- 
pointed—an Auxiliary Society was formed towards the close of last 
year, under the patronage of Prince Radzivil— formed’ (as their Com- 
mittee simply and beautifully express it) ‘ by the aid of God Almighty.’ 

They state that, having received from your missionaries a clear view 
of the object of your Society, and finding it perfectly Scriptural, they 
could no longer resist the admonitions of the Divine Spirit, which th 
there found to be directed to them also. And they add, “ Thusa 
Society has been brought into existence, which cannot but be aware of 
the difficulties of the whole undertaking, especially in this province, but 
steadfastly trusts in God, who can perform his work by so humble in- 
struments as we are. ‘The peculiar difficulty in this province is this, that 
we, in a far greater measure than any of the other Societies now existing, 
find ourselves placed as it were in the centre of the people of Israel, and 
therefore stand in need of many able hands to come into an immediate 
contact with them. But to this eflect acquirements and skilfulness are 
necessary, which we ourselves cannot hope to be endowed with, but after 
a considerable time, and by much experience; and therefore we have 
looked out for some young men, formed for that specific object, and able 
to be immediately employed as missionaries. 

They further state, that two young men of suitable qualifications, had 
been recommended to them by Mr. Von Meier, of Frankfort, and apply 
to your Committee for pecuniary aid towards their support; their own 
funds, and the contributions which might be expected from so indigent a 
province, not being sufficient for that purpose. With this request your 
Committee could not hesitate to comply, and aceardingly voted the sum 
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of £50 to the infant institution, to give effect in the kingdom of Poland 
to the authority and protection already received by them from his Impe- 
rial Majesty the emperor of Russia. 

Another gratifying evidence of the growing disposition of Christians 
abroad to promote the objects of this Society has been received from 
Breslau. Mr. Becker and Mr. McCaul spent a few days there on their 
way to Cracow, in the early part of last summer; and though, in conse- 
quence of some opposition from the police, they were not able to effect 
much among the Jews, they were consoled under this disappointment by 
the interest which they were the means of exciting among the Christian 
inhabitants of the place. “ We have,” say they in a letter written at 
the time, “ abundant reason to thank God that our visit to this city has 
not been in vain ; what we could not do among the Jews, we have been 
able to effect among the Christians. Here we found many hearts pre- 
pared for our arrival, many souls anxiously waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and wanting only somebody tosummon them to form themselves 
into a Society. This want we did not fail to supply, and have now the 
pleasure of announcing to you the constitution of a Breslau Society for 
the promotion of Christianity among the Israelites.” 

Whilst it pleased God thus to incline the hearts of his servants in the 
Christian church to co-operate with the missionaries of your Society, they 
found also much encouragement from the ready disposition manifested b 
the Jews themselves in different parts of Prussian Poland. Thus at Lissa, 
a place containing between four and five thousand Jews, and formerly 
much celebrated as a seat of Jewish learning; after having sent his at- 
tendant to distribute some tracts in the street, which were thankfully re- 
ceived, Mr. Becker says: 

“In a short time many of the boys had collected on the floor. I dis- 
tributed cards among them, and soon after my room was filled with grown- 
up Jews wishing for tracts. I distributed in all, more than half the books 
I had taken for the whole journey, which, however, were not too much, 
as more Jews are living here than in all the other small towns together. 
I could have even distributed more, had I not thought better to keep the 
rest for other places. 

‘“‘ Here also the press was so great, that it was almost impossible to 
distribute the books in an orderly manner; when any person received 
one, all grasped at it, and so the books were almost torn in pieces before 
they could be read. I therefore was obliged to call for the assistance of 
a police officer. In the afternoon I spoke to about fifteen adults at once; 
one or two asking questions, and the rest hearing. One said before the 
rest, that when he had come in, he firmly believed the Messiah had not 
yet come, but now his mind was wavering. Afterward there were with 
me four fine looking Jews, two of whom are sons of a rich merchant—a 
brother of them is said to have been baptized already at Berlin. All these 
Jews were convinced of the truth of the Christian religion—family cir- 
cumstances hitherto detained them from embracing it. 

At another place “ Jews were coming for books till the very moment 
we drove off,” and, as a general thing, Mr. Becker says—“ Half an hour 
after my arrival in a place, the Jews were coming from every quarter, if 
I had but given out one or two tracts or cards at the entrance of it, or to 
some person in the inn.” 
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May it not be said, your Committee ask, “ These fields are white al- 
ready to harvest 2” 

Similar encouragement the missionaries met with on their way from 
Breslau to Cracow, and at the latter place: your Committee will mention 
but one instance, which occurred at Cracow, a day or two after their 
arrival. 

“ We gave a tract to each of the Jewish factors of the hotel, and to 
allow time for the effect, went to the Russian post and Professor Bandtke: 
soon after our return, Jews came in considerable numbers for books; 
they came in such disorder, that we could not either count the books or 
the persons exactly ; they were between eighty and a hundred. 

Thursday morning. The Jews began to visit us so early as seven, and 
until twelve our lodging was completely full ; fatigue from speaking, com- 
pelled us to stop until two o’clock. ‘The Jews here disputed far more 
vigorously than elsewhere, and remained for hours together: this com- 
pelled us to speak much more than at any other place where we have yet 
been. ‘The number of tracts, Testaments, and cards, amounted to 271, 
and as scarcely any person received two tracts, the number of persons 
could not have been much less.”’ 

Your Committee are again called upon to adore the kind Providence 
of God, in inclining the hearts of persons in authority abroad to facilitate 
the proceedings of the Society’s missionaries. |n passing the Polish fron- 
tier from Cracow, Mr. Becker was, for a time, prohibited by the police, 
(for wang of the requisite papers,) from distributing books to the Jews, 
and obliged to go, several miles out of his way, to Warsaw, for permis- 
sion from the Polish government. There, however, every difficulty was 
at once removed, “ the reigning commissioner of the interior, and the po- 
lice, enjoining all persons performing the duties of police in the kingdom 
of Poland not only to give him free access, and leave to stop in the king- 
dom, where he might see necessary, but also not to hinder the giving 
moay of books.” . 

Mr. Becker’s remarks on this occasion cannot fail of exciting interest 
and sympathy in the minds of all who seek Israel’s salvation. 

“ | know not how to express my feelings of joy and gratitude to the 
Lord for his great mercy, and I would call upon all who read or hear this, 
to unite with me in praise and thanksgiving; for now, indeed, a door is 
opened for missionary labour amongst the Jews, that is great and effectu- 
al. You know, our Russian papers being of the same contents, more than 
two millions of Jews may now be supplied by us with the bread of life. 
Oh, if the Society could send fifty or one hundred missionaries, and ten 
thousand Testaments and tracts, there would not be too many.” 

Mr. B. adds a valuable testimony to the utility of the Society’s tracts, 
and other publications. 

“ Since my return to Warsaw, I have also found, that wherever a Jew 
has read one or more of the books distributed here before, he does no 
more so violently dispute against tbe Christian religion,’ and, after men- 
tioning the case of a Jew, who gave striking indication of real contrition 
of heart, though five months before he had appeared quite hardened, Mr. 
B. adds, “ ‘The tracts and books of the Society seem to have been among 
the principal means the Lord has been using.” 

As another evidence of the divine blessing resting on the efforts of your 
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missionaries, your Committee have to report the formation of an Auxilia- 
ry Society at Oletzko, a Prussian town on the {frontiers of Poland, which 
Mr. Becker visited in his tour. 

Your Committee cannot here forbear remarking, that the whole of the 
five foreign Societies already mentioned have owed their origin, under 
the divine blessing, to that established at Berlin; and indeed they feel 
convinced that the usefulness of the Berlin Society cannot be too highly 
appreciated, were the importance only of its sanction and authority (con- 
stituted and protected as it is) in Germany and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, duly considered. 

It will be satisfactory to you to’ know, that the encouraging account 
which has here been given of the disposition of the Polish Jews towards 
Christianity is amply confirmed by the testimonies of other persons not 
connected with this Society. The first testimony they will adduce is that 
of the German missionaries employed by the Edinburgh Jewish Society. 
They state, April 3, 1822, “ At Berditchev, we tarried several days. 
This place may be termed Little Jerusalem in Poland, for it contains 
30,000 Jews. Our conversations with them were of a highly interesting 
and important nature. Thousands of them received our books and tracts, 
and heard what we said of Jesus as the true Messiah. The prejudices 
of many seemed to give way, and they confessed that they thought it 
probable that the Messiah was already come. Several interesting young 
Jews were with us constantly, and heard all the conversations between us 
and their people, and at last requested that they might, by some means or 
other, be taught in this way more perfectly. We cannot say that any of 
them are really converted, as time only can prove it; but we have great 
reason to hope, that in a few of them the good seed will spring up, and 
bring forth fruit to the glory of God. A wide and interesting field is here 
thrown open to the Christian church.” 

A still more recent and striking testimony is contained in a letter to one 
of your Secretaries, from Mr. Moritz, a converted Jew, employed as a 
missionary, in Russian Poland, by his Imperial Majesty. His letter is 
dated, Zytomir, Nov. 22, 1822. He says: 

“‘ There have now, upon the whole, been with me at least eight hun- 
dred Jews of all ages: among whom there were nearly all the Jewish 
schoolmasters of the place, and the greater part of the youths that study 
the Talmud in the Beth Hamedrash; there have also been some respect- 
able Jews from Berditschef, who were there afraid to visit me. The crowd 
was on the first day so great, that I was obliged to place my people at 
the door as guard, allowing only a certain number at a time to enter, 
and when these were despatched, another number could enter. I was 
forced to this expedient, otherwise I should have been suffocated ; and 
én this manner I have distributed 1000 Hebrew, and 200 Polish Hebrew 
tracts, and fifty-eight New Testaments in these languages. ‘These 
books have been read by some with great pleasure and attention, and 
these (mostly young persons) have promised to visit me after, to con- 
verse with me about these important matters. I have also given away 
Tremellius’s Hebrew Catechism, and other tracts, and a few New 'Tes- 
taments, to at least sixty very nice boys, who are pretty well conversant 
in the ‘Talmud, and otherwise very quick and clever, of the age of twelve 
and thirteen years, of which some have been with me since, to reason 
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with me about what they have read; which gave me occasion to direct 
their young minds to the great Friend of children, and to endeavour to 
bring him close to their hearts. Some of them seemed to be much moved, 
and promised me to pray God to give them a new heart, that they might 
be enabled to believe on his Messiah.”’ 

Your Committee by no means wish to give too high a colouring to the 
encouraging statements, which have now been brought forward, relative 
to the state of the Jews upon the Continent. Nor do they wish to dis- 
semble that much opposition is still made by many amongst them; and 
that, in some instances, where a favourable disposition has for a time been 
manifested, subsequent facts prove that no lasting impression has been 
made. But could this reasonably be expected to be otherwise? ‘They 
would ask, in the words of one of the Society’s missionaries, “ Do Chris- 
tians consider that for 1700 years, the whole Christian world have been 
heaping up a mountain of difficulties in the way of the conversion of the 
Jews? And do they expect that with the first touch all this is to vanish 
into thin air? and while we are but buckling on our armour, we may re- 
joice and triumph, as they who put it off?” 

Even though the instances of genuine conversion to Christianity were 
fewer among the Jews, than there is reason to think they are, still, whilst 
they no longer keep aloof from Christians, and Christian instruction— 
whilst they use the means of conversion—apply for books—read them— 
discuss them—none but the most sceptical can deny, that much good may 
eventually be expected to accrue. And if this universal stir among them 
be nothing more than ‘the shaking of the dry bones,’ yet, whilst we con- 
tinue to preach to them, and pray for them, is it enthusiastic to antici- 


pate the time, promised in the prophetic vision, when “ breath shall come 
into them, and they shall stand up, an exceeding great army,to serve the 
living God?”’ Ezek. xxxvii. 


‘ 








JEWS AT COCHIN. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM T. JARRETT, ESQ. 


Madras, 8th October, 1822. 


My Dear Sir,—We now send you an official letter, with all that is in- 
teresting, of the correspondence of Mr. Sargon, up to the 2d of April, 
1822. His continued welcome, by the Jews at Cochin, is highly grati- 
fying, and only to be surpassed by the number of 116 Hebrew children 
we have in both schools, and the likelihood of their increase, as well as 
the establishment of others at the villages in the interior, amongst the Black 
Jews, which Mr. Sargon (who is just arrived from Cochin on a visit to 
us) states to be their earnest desire ; but I fear our funds will not admit 
of extending our establishments, and we anxiously look forward, in the 
event of their failure, to the support of the Parent Society. As our inte- 
rests are one, and the world regards our Indian theatre with expectancy, 
something probably might be inserted in the Expositer, drawing the at- 
tention of the public to the support of these schools ; this would do no 
harm if not attended with success. A benevolent lady in England has 
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placed £200 in trust for the purchase of Hebrew Bibles and Testaments 
for the use of the Jews at Cochin, through the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, and eighty Bibles have arrived from Messrs. Ri- 
vingtons in consequence ; a most provident supply, for we had searched 
in vain for Hebrew Bibles for the schools at Cochin ‘This would lead to 
a hope that others might be induced to come forward likewise. 

We shall have intelligence of much importance to communicate at a fu- 
ture period. The tomb-stone of one of the “ beni Israel’ found at 
Cochin, and the inquiries Mr. Sargon was directed to make, respecting 
the inscription thereon, has led to the discovery of a considerable portion 
of these people between Cochin and Bombay ; that is, one large village 
of them in the (annanore district, and great numbers of them at other 
places between Cochin and Bombay. That these are the race we have 
been looking for so long, is pretty certain; but whether they form a part 
of the long lost ten tribes, we have yet to learn. It will be requisite, how- 
ever, that we should employ some person of intelligence to go amongst 
them, and to obtain as correct an account of their numbers, and history, 
as possible. It is said they are cultivators of the soil, and employed as 
sepoys also by the native powers, and even should they ultimately be 
found to belong to those Jews who quitted the Holy Land after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the discovery is still full of interest, since they 
certainly are not of that description of people termed “ Black Jews” at 
Cochin, and its interior, already described. 

I am, yours, &c. 


i THOMAS JARRETT. 
Fo the Rev. C. S. Hawtrey. 








COMMUNICATION FROM FRANKFORT. 


Extract from a letter of Mr. O. S. Deiss, at Tambach, March 14th, 
1823, to Mr. Nauman at Nurnberg. 

My Jew Rosenberg, after an absence of 17 days, came home in safety 
from his missionary tour, on the 10th of February. He carried (in spite 
of the very inclement weather ) on his back a load of eleven Bibles, sixty- 
six Testaments, and many Tracts, which he has disposed of among nine 
Jewish congregations. I had prayed for him every night, that he might 
return in good health, and that the seed he was sowing might be made a 
blessing to Israel. Cards, furnished by the pious Count Von Der Recke, 
put into the copies of the New Testament, have been largely disseminated. 
in a town, (Vilmers,) a Jewish boy, about 12 years old, expressed a wish 
to be received into the Jewish institution near Basle. Countess Rothen- 
han, an excellent Christian lady, is willing to take upon herself the care 
of some poor Jewish child. By this time 29 Jewish congregations are 
provided with Bibles and New Jestaments; and the Holy Spirit will, I 
trust, prepare their hearts for the reception of the saving truths contained 
in them; for every sign of our time evidently declares, that the day to 
manifest his glory among Israel is now at hand. A large number of Jew- 
ish congregations might yet be provided with the word of God, if I had a 
sufficient stock of Bibles and Testaments. In order to provide 20 congre- 
gations, 40 Bibles and 240 Testaments would be required, appointing for 
each congregation two copies of the Bible and 12 of the New Testament. 
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LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A.5.M.C.J. 


[Continued from page 167.] 


SOCIETIES. 
Connecticut. 
Salisbury Ladies’ Society 
Massachusetts. 
Athol and Royalton 
Maryland. 
Hagerstown 
New-Jersey. 
Allentown 
Lamington 
Hanover 
Woodbridge 
Bloomfield 
New-Hampshire. 
Fitzwilliam 


PRESIDENTS. 

Mrs. Thankful Smith 
George Talbot 

Rev. George Lemmon 
Rev. Henry Perkins 
Rev. Horace Galpin 
Daniel Hopping, 
Rev. Ww. B. Barten 
Rev. Dr. Armstrong 


Mrs. Mary Sabins 


SECRETARIES. 
Miss Chloe Lamb 
William R. Talbot 
John Robertson 
Cornelius Vanderbeek 
Isaac Ogden 
Rev. Aaron Condit 


James Stryker 
Joseph S. Dodd 


Esq. 


Mrs. Lucy Anger 


—--—-- -- oor 


Monies received into the Treasury during the last Month. 


Cash collected in Rev. Mr. Boggs’ church 
in Boundbrook : “13 00 
Collected at the monthly concert for 
prayer at Southampton, (Mass.) . 11 0 
From “ Some Ladies in Albany,” (N. Y.) 
per Dr. Milledoler , 16 00 
From the Goshen (N.Y.) Aux. Society, per 
Mr. T. B. Crowell, Treasurer 
From George Mason, his subscription 
From John P. Haven, bis subscription 
From Pr. Sam]. M‘Auley, bis subscription 
From Rev. Wm. Gray, his subscription 
From G. N. Bleecker, Esq. bis subscription 
From Ebenezer Burrill, his subscription 
From Kev. Wm. Patton, his subscription 
From John R. Murray, his subscription 
From Rev. Wm. W. Vhillips, his subscript. 


S 


From the Longmeadow (Mass.) Aux. Soc. 
per Jonathan Ely, Treasurer . 20 00 
A donation from Deacon Jonas Mead, of 
Greenwich, (Conn.) per Rev. Mr. Lewis 5 00 
A donation from the Portiand (Maine) 
Society for promoting Cbristianity 
among the Jews, per Mr. Asa Rand, 
Treasurer 13 00 
From Mr. Joseph Sands, his subscription 1 00 
Amount collected by Miss Louisa Van 
Wyck and Mrs. Green, of Fishkill, 
(N. Y.) in the Presbyterian congrega- 
tion of Rev. J. Dewing, of that place 
From the Caldwell (N. J.) aaa So- 
ciety ° 
From the Bradford (Mass.) Aux. Society 
per F. Ewing 22 00 


30 00 
27 00 
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From Rev. S. R. Andrews, Woodbury, 
(Conn.) subscriptions in his parish 
From do. for 2d vol. of Israel’s Advocate 
From Rev. D. Crane, for Waterbury 
(Conn.) Auxiliary Society ‘ioe 8 
From Mr. James Wood, Treasurer of the 
Florida Auxiliary Society ° - & 
For Israel’s Advocate . . . . 6& 


From Rev. Robt. M‘Cartee, his subscript. 

From David Andrew, his subscription 

From a society of Ladies in Northampton, 
(Mass.) per Mr. Eliphalet Williams 

From Daniel Boardman; his subscription 

From the Female Aux. Society i in Salis- 
bury, (Conn.) 

A donation from Mrs. Bridget Wells, of 
Norwich, (Chenango crates, N.Y. ) per 
Rev. Mr. Truair ‘ 5 00 


The Treasurer also atuibined oe receipt of a pair of Gold Bracelets, a donation from Mrs. 
Tibbalds of Greenbush, (N. ¥.) per Rev. Dr. McLeod; and likewise a Box of Tracts from Mr. D. 


A. Borrenstein. 
R. MILFORD BLATCHFORD, Treasurer 
SS 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Philander, and a communication from J. T. have been received and will be 
inserted. 
Several complaints having reached the agent that the numbers of the Advocate 
are not regularly received, he once for all informs the Auxiliary Societies, that the 
roportion of copies to which they are entitled is regularly put up, and deposited 
in the Post-office at New-York, or in the Packets which sail for the places where 
they are respectively organised. After this assurance, he hopes he will not be con- 
sidered responsible for their safe delivery. 
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